
.                                                                  BATTERY POINT
                                                    The Civil War Comes to Penobscot Bay
In our Fall newsletter we wrote about a pair of  gun batteries that were built on Rockland Harbor in late summer
of 1863; one at Jameson Point on the northeast shore and another at a spot called Halfway Point on the Owl’s
Head side of the harbor.  Each site had an earthen covered magazine to store the powder and shot for its five
cannons. The tops of these magazines were high enough to serve as observation posts for a lookout to view
incoming ship traffic or to assist in directing the cannon fire.

Let’s recap why these batteries were built.  Due to an economic depression just prior to the Civil War, the bulk
of civilian ship building on the Atlantic coast was concentrated in New Hampshire and Maine which made our
small unprotected harbors and river landing vulnerable to invasion by the Confederate Navy. As the war
progressed, the reality of such an invasion became eminent.

The Confederate States entered the war with nothing that resembled a navy. But, within a year, many Naval
officers from the south had resigned their Union commissions and returned to their home state to organize
the hodge podge of private vessels that had been donated to the southern cause. Contracts were also made
with foreign countries to build special deep water cruisers capable of plying the world’s oceans.  Their
primary mission was to intercept and destroy any ship supplying goods or arms to the Union forces. A
secondary goal was to sink as many fishing vessels as possible in an effort to deliver a blow to the northern
economy. The Mussel Ridge Historical Society wondered if any Maine ships had the misfortune to make the
acquaintance of the Confederate States Navy.  David Sulin, a local civil war historian, says the first to cross
their path was Rockland’s Captain Packard with the Ocean Eagle. Many others would join the Ocean Eagle.

This model of the Jameson Point gun battery (circa 1863)  is on display at the Rockland Historical Society.  .

On May 4,1861, CSS Savannah, a privateer under the command of Capt. Thomas H. Baker while patrolling the
South Carolina coast made her first, and only, capture when she intercepted the Rockland based brig, Joseph.
She was laden with sugar from Cuba consigned to Welch & Co. at Philadelphia. (Some historians believe the
phrase, “...sugar from Cuba” should be interpreted “rum”)  Since Joseph’s crew  made no attempt to elude the
Savannah, nor were they able to fight, the brig was peacefully escorted  into Georgetown, S.C. where she was
eventually auctioned off.  Within hours of this incident the Savannah was captured by U.S.S. Perry, which had
been commissioned just eleven days earlier at the New York Navy Yard.
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On July 9,1861, the CSS Jefferson Davis under the command of Captain Louis M. Coxsetter,  was cruising 100
miles southeast of Nantucket Shoals reaping a rich harvest of Yankee ships. One prize was the brig Mary E.
Thompson out of Searsport, Maine, bound for Montevideo with lumber. On August 5, Capt. Coxsetter seized the
brig Santa Clara of Eastport, Me., loaded with Puerto Rican sugar, (rum?) bound for New York. The crew of the
Santa Clara and all the captives from previous seizures were put aboard the schooner Windward, another of
Coxsetter’s prizes, and set free to sail to the nearest port.  The researchers found that although captured vessels
and cargoes were destroyed, in most encounters, the civilian crews were treated with dignity and respect.

In July, 1862, CSS Alabama, one of the foreign built cruisers, under command of Captain Raphael Semmes
began patrolling the North Atlantic with a particular interest in the Grand Banks fishermen. (Semmes was
married to a woman from Portland, Maine and by some accounts she, “...could be a real shrew when it came to
her domestic responsibilities”)  As winter set in, Captain Semmes headed for the South Atlantic searching for
New England whalers.  March, 1863, he waylaid Louisa Hatch, a Rockland Maine ship heavily laden with coal
from Cardiff.  After  transferring some of the coal to the Alabama,  the crew of the Louisa Hatch was given the
option of pledging their allegiance to the Confederacy or being put ashore on neutral territory. Most of them
chose to remain loyal to the Union and, after several days of exposure to cold rain and short rations they were
put ashore on a remote island off the coast of South America.  Another attempt to transfer the coal to the
Alabama was made.  When that failed, Louisa Hatch was towed out to sea and burned. Within a few days, the
crew of the Louisa Hatch was able to secure a boat for a stormy trip to Brazil.

August 20, 1863, while patrolling the North Atlantic, the CSS Florida, another of the foreign built cruisers,
captured the Rockland built bark, Anglo Saxon  just four days out of Liverpool with a load of coal destined for
New York.  Some of the coal was confiscated; the bark was burned.  Previous to this event, Lieutenant C.W.
Read, an officer aboard the Florida, was given command of a captured schooner, Archer, which he boldly sailed
into Portland, Me. Harbor where he seized the revenue cutter, Caleb Cushing.  Lieutenant Read and crew were
captured attempting to escape with the cutter.

August, 1864, the CSS Tallahassee (a.k.a. Olustee), a twin screw blockade runner capable of fourteen knots,
took up patrolling from Wilmington, Delaware into the North Atlantic. Skippered by. J.T. Wood, Tallahassee
captured the schooners Magnolia and Pearl of Friendship Maine, and the Sea Flower, (home port unknown)
while cruising Penobscot Bay.  Tallahassee also captured the 80 ft. schooner Josiah Achorn, off the Nova
Scotia coast and burned her. The Josiah Achorn had been launched in 1852 at Rockland, Maine. Schooners
A.J. Bird and E. F. Lewis from Rockland,  bark Glenavon of Thomaston, schooner Restless from boothbay,
were likewise ordered to “hove to” and subsequently burned by the Tallahassee.  The brig, Atlantic, home
port unknown, was also captured Aug.12 or 13, and burned off the New Jersey coast. Our researchers think
this may have been the same Atlantic that was built at Owl’s Head  in 1850.  As of this writing, we have not
been able to confirm that it was the same vessel. It’s crew, along with other captives, was put aboard another
prize vessel and allowed to sail themselves to a neutral country.

Eventually, the South resorted to employing the smaller captured vessels in a plot of sabotage. Instead of
burning them at sea, they were converted into raiders with deck guns camouflaged under nets and rebels hiding
in the hold. Then, piloted by the original skipper, these innocent looking fishing boats returned to home port
with the intent to destroy anything along the waterfront that could assist the Union forces.

Although the Confederate States Navy literally evolved from nothing, they quickly became a very real threat
world wide. The folks on the Maine coast had good reason to fortify their ports. The blockade runner, CSS
Tallahassee could have easily slipped into Rockland Harbor and raised cane along the waterfront.  Likewise, the
CSS Alabama and CSS Florida spent considerable time patrolling the Gulf of Maine. At the time, many of
Maine’s politicians and retired veterans thought the placement of gun batteries at our small ports was grossly
inadequate when compared to the threat.  But, we could find no evidence of any attempts to invade Rockland
Harbor. In retrospect, it could be argued that those two batteries providing overlapping coverage of the entrance
to the harbor did in fact deter the enemy from such thoughts. In this case the plan worked.  Both sites have been
lost to development and erosion.  However, one bit of memorabilia remaining is that Owl’s Head’s Halfway
Point is now labeled Battery Point on most nautical charts.
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“I  DIDN’T  KNOW  THAT!”
     Both sides in the Civil War found it necessary to draft recruits when volunteer enlistment declined. The
Union Army draftees were 20 to 45 years in age while the Confederate States drafted men from18 to 50.  Each
side allowed a draftee to pay someone to take their place which inspired the homily, “A rich man’s war and a
poor man’s fight”
     At the end of his enlistment, a soldier often found himself far from home and broke.  He could earn a
bonus of $300 just by signing up for another three years. The money was a tidy sum, but he’d had enough of
marching from battle to battle.  Many soldiers re-enlisted for Naval duty.  Better to ride than walk.

The Perry Family of Owl's Head (So. Thomaston), ME. have posted about this family and the men they sent
to the Civil War. Someone sent me a photo of the only one who survived the war, Levi G. Perry. This photo is
of a reunion of old soldiers. Photo by Helen Corbett
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Porcupine meatballs originated during the great depression, when meat was scarce and rice was cheap. This
makes a nice wintertime comfort food dish the whole family will love. This recipe comes from the cookbook of
my maternal grandmother Myrtle Gamage Curtis.

Myrtle & Maynard Curtis
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Porcupine Meatballs Recipe
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ATTENTION MUSSEL RIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS-  Effective September
first your membership dues were payable for anyone who is not a Life Member. The annual dues are
$5.00 per year or purchase a life membership with a one time payment of $100.  Make your check
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CALL  YOUR  CLASSMATES!   MARK YOUR
CALENDER!
       Friday, May 11, the Mussel Ridge Historical Society will host it’s third Spring
reunion of one room school students. And, this year we’re inviting the students from
the Owl’s Head Central School to join us.
      The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with a potluck supper followed by roll call, class
pictures, discussions and reminiscences. Bring a guest, your camera and any
mementos such as pictures, toys, books, lunch boxes, anecdotes and stories from
those special years.  RESERVE MAY 11th ON  YOUR CALLENDER

 CRUMBS

Did you know that of all the Americans who eat peanut butter & jelly sandwiches, 98.6
% spread the peanut butter first, then the jelly?  And did you know that sales of grape
jelly last year totaled 156 million dollars? But did you also know that strawberry jams
outsold the grape by eleven million dollars?
     What’s your favorite peanut butter “go-with”?  This reporter recommends peanut
butter & crispy bacon, peanut butter & raisin, peanut butter & thinly sliced apple or
peanut butter & mayonnaise. Elvis liked peanut butter and banana sandwiches!



TOWNFOLKS- Valentines Forever
When a young person decides to join the military they must take whatever assignment is given them and let the
consequences be whatever. For a young Navy Bos’un mate those orders took him out of choice duty in the
South Pacific and brought him to Knox County, Maine.  BM2 Philip Stone, “Chet” to his friends, was sent here
to help build the Navy Flight Training Center at Ash Point.  He had no idea know how that transfer would
change his life.

One hot afternoon, the galley back door was left open allowing a breeze to blow through when a stray dog
dashed in and snatched a piece of meat off the counter. Chet followed in hot pursuit to a  nearby farm house.
He knocked on the door which was opened by a  teen aged girl. Upon being informed that her dog had been
stealing food from the Navy galley, she apologized
several times on behalf of her family. Ultimately this
encounter ended with an invitation to Chet and his
buddies to come back for a home cooked meal.
Now,You don’t have to be Dick Tracy to figure out
where this going.

Chet Stone and Freda Woodman were married on his
birthday,1942. They’ve had a comfortable life here in
Owl’s Head working at the former National Sea
Products; he on the loading docks while she worked
as a fish packer.  In their spare time, a vegetable
garden, the local Grange, the Baptist church and his
dogs required their attention.  Happy Valentine’s Day
to each and everyone of our readers.
Mr. & Mrs. Stone,  Feb. 2012
                                      *************************************************

The following letter is courtesy of Ed Coffin
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The Schooner Maynard Sumner was a 3 mast schooner. It was built in Rockland in 1882 by Cobb & Bodwell.
It was lost in 1899. G.T. 384, 143’ x 28’x10’


